
NOVEMBER 2022 

Dear Friends, 

 Henry Alford was a 19th century English 
clergyperson and hymnwriter, who gave us the song 
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”. We sing this 
‘harvest-home’ hymn at Thanksgiving, a reminder of 
God’s great bounty, and of our desire and obligation to 
give thanks to God for all God’s good gifts. 

 Rev. Alford was a truly thankful man. In fact, he 
was in the habit of giving thanks before a meal, much 
as we do today…but he also gave thanks after his meal, standing at his place and offering 
his gratitude for the blessing of the nourishment he had just received. He also gave thanks 
to God every morning and every evening of his adult life. 

 Our response at this time of the year can be the same as Henry Alford’s. As we 
approach the Thanksgiving season, we give thanks to God for all the good gifts God gives 
to us: our lives, our health, our congregation and community, our wealth in things and in 
faith, and the love with which God enfolds us. And at the end of the month, when we turn 
toward the Christmas season with the first Sunday in Advent, we can give thanks again for 
God’s incredible gift of Jesus Christ: God come to us as one of us, to save us and show us 
God’s love. “Don’t be afraid!” the angel said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy 
to all people!” Before Thanksgiving, after Thanksgiving, and all year long throughout our 
whole lives, we have cause to give thanks to our God, “with heart and hands and voices.” 
 

Cordially, 
Rev. Martha Ognibene 

*Thanks to each of you who submitted the names of your 
personal saints for our All Saints banners. The names that 
surround us in the sanctuary this month are a vivid 
reminder that we are always surrounded by a great cloud 
of witnesses: saints who continue to love us, who have 
gone before us and now cheer us on from Heaven’s 
shores. Let’s run our race with courage and strength, like 
they did! 

Join us for All Saints’ Sunday, November 
6th.  Worship will be a special service as we 
remember and celebrate the saints that 
surround us:  departed family, friends, 
mentors, and special persons who have 

touched our loves. 

Organ & Tissue Donor Sunday 

Guest speaker, Gary Hartsog 

Christ the King Sunday 

United Methodist Student Sunday 

Special Offering 



THE PRAYER TEAM - women and men who receive 
prayer requests via email  and devote time to praying 
about them.  It is personal choice as to where, how 
long and when in the day or night a member 
prays.  For more information, please contact Rachel 
Beach at rplybonbeach@gmail.com. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Wesley’s Prayer Shawl 
Ministry will be meeting IN 
PERSON on Tuesday, 
November 1st at 10:00 
a.m. in the Lecture Room.    
Anyone that would like to 

join this ministry please come.  Whether you have 
experience with crochet and/or knitting or would like 
to learn please join us for fellowship.  For more 
information please contact Helen Ashenfelter at 
hlashenfelter@frontier.com.   

The Women's Prayer Ministry leaders are Liz Mick 
and Dorothy Minch Bledsoe. We'll meet every 1st and 
3rd Sunday at 7:00 PM, on Zoom for now. Join us 
Sunday, November 6th and 20th.  Since you are 
interested, hurry up and email the church office at 
wesleymorgantown@gmail.com, and we'll email you 
back the Zoom link. Great things happen when 
people pray-come and join us! (PS Dorothy and Liz 
suggest you pick up or download The Upper Room 
for daily devotional use.) 
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Admin Council  (In-Person & Zoom) 
November TBA - 7:00 p.m. 

 

SPRC (In-Person & Zoom) 
Monday, November 28th - 7:00 pm 

Trustees (In-Person & Zoom) 
Wednesday, November 2nd - 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Finance Meeting (In-Person) 
Monday, November 14th - 7:00 p.m. 

Are you interested in 
updating Wesley 
UMC’s historical 

record? Do you know what’s 
been going on here over the 
past 7 decades? If so, please 
contact Jim Culberson or 
Frances Van Scoy to turn 
your memories into 
literature!!! 

WYLD LIFE FOR MIDDLE  
SCHOOLERS GRADES 

6TH - 8TH 
Join us Friday, December 

2nd 

~ Davis Gym ~ 

7:00 p.m. 

Bring a friend for a fun 
evening of games, food, 

and a lesson about  
Jesus! 

mailto:wesleymorgantown@gmail.com
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Wednesdays from 6:00 - 6:45 p.m. Pastor Martha will 
lead a Zoom Bible Study focusing on Lectionary 
Readings.   Weekly readings will be listed emailed 
and posted in the bulletin. If you would like to 
participate please email the church office at 
wesleymorgantown@gmail.com.   

 

The Red Tent: A Novel  

by Anita Diamant 

Her name is Dinah. In the Bible, her life is only hinted 
at in a brief and violent detour within the more familiar 
chapters of the Book of Genesis that are about her 
father, Jacob, and his dozen sons. Told in Dinah's 
voice, this novel reveals the traditions and turmoil of 
ancient womanhood-the world of the red tent. It 
begins with the story of her mothers-Leah, Rachel, 
Zilpah, and Bilhah-the four wives of Jacob. The Red 
Tent combines rich storytelling with a valuable 
achievement in modern fiction: a new view of Biblical 
women's society. 

Please note that the 2022 
Financial Budget 
Thermometer will be 
updated with October 
information and included in 
upcoming bulletins and 
Wesley Weekend Updates. 

Teams and committees 
are gearing up for our 
annual meeting, and 
you won’t want to miss 
it! See you there. 

Scott’s Run Settlement House will celebrate 150 
years of service to the Mon County community on 
Saturday, November 5th from Noon - 1:30 p.m. at 
Wesley UMC!  There will be stories, rejoicing, 
activities, and fun as Scott’s Run looks back in 
thanksgiving and looks ahead in faith.  Do you have 
stories about your involvement, or the involvement 
of your parents or grandparents, with Scott’s Run?  
Please share them with Director Michael Richard at 
304-599-5020 or admin@srsh.org right now!! 



CIRCLE OF FRIENDS - WESLEY CHURCH 2022 
Nov 12, 13        Faithseekers Class    Linda Bagby                          304-599-5676 
Dec 10                       Downtown Rotary               Donna Tennant             304-449-1410 
Dec 11            Hands and Feet   Melanie Braun                          304-276-6131 
Dec 31, Jan 1     Morgantown North Rotary   Cathie Falvey                          304-282-8594 
 

FOOD WILL BE DISTRIBUTED FROM WESLEY’S GYM. 
Please refer scheduling questions to Carolyn Hendricks (304-276-6580). 

Thank you! 
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CIRCLE OF FRIENDS (Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th & Christmas Day, Dec. 25th) 

On Saturday, December 24th, Christmas Eve, the Circle of Friends meal will be served at the Lutheran 
Campus Chapel from 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Anyone from Wesley that would like to donate a casserole, salad, 
veggie or dessert please contact the church office at 304-292-9485 / wesleymorgantown@gmail.com.  
Helping hands to serve the meal are needed too!  Any help from Wesley would be greatly appreciated.  
*Sunday, Dec. 25th the Christmas Day COF meal will be served at Wesley 12-3 hosted by CM&A. We are 
hoping that our Wesley Church family will provide desserts for this meal. 

January 8th:  The Fly Birds 
February 12th:  WV Gospel Quartet 

March 12th:  Shane Masters 
April 2nd:  Schnell & Paris 

May 21st:  Lady D 
June 11th:  Kittens Ain’t Biscuits 

2023 Concert Series 
July 9th:  Lucien Schroyer 

August 13th:  Tritone 
September 10th:  Damon Buxton 

October 1st:  Jeff Miller 
November 12th:  Todd Burge 

December 10th:  Jenny & Nathan 

LAST CONCERT OF 2022 SERIES:  DECEMBER 11 -  JENNY & NATHAN 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjWqffFmvLJAhUK4CYKHb_HDl8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.portageumc.com%2Fpumcpastor.html&psig=AFQjCNHWi_S7G88KCm9tOMUWLkjvCYDrBQ&ust=1450967823030537
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"TO THE MOON" 
 November 18, 2022  /   7:00 p.m.   /   Wesley UMC - Lecture Room 

    

As Science Correspondent, Jim Slade covered space, science and technology issues for ABC Television and 
Radio News collectively from 1988 through 2001.  He worked in a similar capacity at the Mutual 
Broadcasting System (1976 to 1988) and the Westinghouse Broadcasting Company (1961 to 1976); a career 
which allowed him to witness personally the first forty-plus years of world spaceflight.  As a science writer, his 
stories ranged from exploration to education, archaeology to high speed computers.   
  

Mr. Slade’s lifelong interest in aviation kept him at the forefront of some of the most exciting technological 
developments of the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries.  He covered NASA spaceflight from the time 
humans were first launched in the early sixties.  Along the way, he reported development work done by the X-
15 rocketship, the unveiling of the SR71 Blackbird spyplane, Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, Skylab, the Space 
Shuttle, the Russian MIR, and the International Space Station.  In recent years, Slade has worked extensively 
with Air Force Television to produce documentary video pertaining to USAF scientific research and history.  
Among notable and wide-ranging television productions are “New World Vistas,” an hour-long study of the Air 
Force’s Science Advisory Board and “Lindbergh,” a documentary of Charles Lindbergh’s life and career based 
on his long association with the Air Corps/Force.  
  

One of forty journalists chosen by his peers to be considered for a flight on the shuttle, Mr. Slade was also 
honored by the Aviation/Space Writer’s Association for his coverage of efforts to preserve “Aging Airliners”, for 
his coverage of the Voyager interplanetary space missions, by the Ohio State Awards Committee for his 
coverage of the X-15,  by Associated Press for his reporting on Apollo, and by TWA for covering airline 
economic issues.   In 1991, the National Space Club honored Jim Slade as its “Journalist of the Year.”  He 
was officially recognized by NASA as one of the American space program’s “Chroniclers” in the mid-nineties.  
 

Slade is a “pen name” given Mr. Snyder when he joined Westinghouse Broadcasting  in 1961.  Having no 
choice in the matter, he was dubbed “Slade” because one of the company’s senior correspondents was also 
named James Snyder.  The name stuck as a fortunate trademark.  
 

He and his late wife, Mary Alice, were natives of Morgantown, West Virginia.   He now lives here in retirement 
after spending 35 years in the Washington, DC area, where Mr. Snyder was based.  
    

Mr. Slade/Snyder recently remarried to an old High School friend,  
Jane Corder Moore.  When not traveling for adventure and fun, they divide their time 
between Morgantown and her residence in Delaware, Ohio.  
 

Jim Slade/Snyder is reachable at:  
244 Lebanon Street  Morgantown, WV 26501    1 304 292 2466  

Email: sladejim@aol.com   /  Internet: http://www.jimsladesairlines.com  

 

2023 ENJOY COUPON BOOK 
FUNDRAISER 

Wesley Youth will be selling 2023 ENJOY 
Coupon books starting Sunday, October 
23rd. Books are $40 and the Youth will 
profit $10 from each book sale.  Look for 

the Youth in the Lecture Room after services or 
contact the church office to purchase your book.  All 
funds raised will go towards Youth projects. 

mailto:sladejim@aol.com
http://www.jimsladesairlines.com/
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Backpack Feeding Program 
Scott’s Run Settlement House 

Wed. November 9th at 12:45 p.m. 
  

We pack food bags that are sent home with school 
children so they have food over the weekend.  The goal 
at Scott’s Run is to ensure that no school child spends 
the weekend hungry.  The task takes about 90 minutes.  
We’re a fun group and have a good time but we’re on the 
move for the entire packing time. 
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Walk to End Alzheimer’s 

Thank you to all who donated to 
the Walk to End Alzheimer's!  
Wesley Walkers raised $520!  

Donations for Scott’s Run Thanksgiving 
Baskets will be the same as last year - instead 
of filling baskets we will be collecting donations 
(cash or check) or Kroger gift cards (any amount is 
appreciated!) that will be distributed by Scott’s Run 
to their clients.  Please make checks payable to 
Wesley UMC with Scott’s Run Thanksgiving 
BASKETs on memo line.  Sunday, Nov. 13th you 
can stop by the Lecture Room after both services to 
give your donation to Doris.  Also, this will be the 
last Sunday to make a monetary donation or Kroger 
gift card (any amount is appreciated!!). Wesley was 
able to provide 43 Baskets (20 gift card bundles of 
$75 per family) last year!  Can you help us with this 
feeding outreach?   If you have any questions 
please contact Doris Pitman at 304-599-4844.  
Donations will be delivered to Scott’s Run on 
Tuesday, Nov. 15th. 

Plans for the 2022 Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner Thursday, November 24th are in 
the making! The sit-down dinner is back!  
Thanksgiving meals will be offered to-go (pick up) and 
delivery to the homebound and other community 
service groups (first responders, homeless shelters, 
assisted living, etc.,).  Herb Faulkenberry & Belinda 
Nicholas will return as our lead chefs.  Chili's  
Community Give Back Event kicks off Sunday, Oct. 
23rd thru Thursday, November 23rd.  This event IN 
THE PAST REQUIRED a flyer to participate, now you 
simply state the Community Thanksgiving Dinner to 
your waitperson and 10% of your total meal ticket for 
either to-go or dine in will go towards the cause.  
Many helping hands are needed for this event:  food 
prep, set-up, delivery, etc,.  Contact Karen Kelley 
King at karen.kelley.king@gmail.com or 304-282-
8478 for volunteer or meal information.   

Leeann Danley and the Wesley United Women in Faith 
will be taking orders for felt Christmas ornaments Nov. 
14-30.  The proceeds from the sale will be used to 
provide scholarships for six Guatemalan students.  The 
ornaments are $5 each.  Ornament orders will be taken 
by filling out the Google form at 
https://tinyurl.com/wesleyornaments.  You can pay with 
checks or cash on the day you pick up your ornaments. 
Please make all payment and donation checks out to 
“Wesley United Women in Faith” with ornament sale or 
scholarship donation in the memo area. Email 
questions to Leeann Danley at 

leeanndanley@gmail.com or contact Sandra Putnam at slputnam1@gmail.com or 304-210-8865.  Pick up will 
be at the church on Sunday, December 4 directly after the two services.  If supply allows, there may be a few 
ornaments for sale at the Sunday, Dec. 4 services.  Priority will be given to the pre-orders made with the 
form.  The ornaments will also be available for pickup at the church office starting on Monday, December 5 or 
otherwise by arrangement."   

https://tinyurl.com/wesleyornaments
mailto:leeanndanley@gmail.com
mailto:slputnam1@gmail.com


Menu:  Turkey  ~  Ham  ~  Mashed Potatoes  ~  Gravy  
Cranberry Sauce  ~  Sweet Potatoes  ~  Dressing ~  

Corn   ~  Green Beans  ~   Assorted Desserts 

MEAL ORDER INFORMATION 

Call or email all orders to 304-292-
9485/wesleymorgantown@gmail.com 

NO CALLS after 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 23rd 

Church Office is closed on Thanksgiving Day- 

Thursday, November 24th  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjWqffFmvLJAhUK4CYKHb_HDl8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.portageumc.com%2Fpumcpastor.html&psig=AFQjCNHWi_S7G88KCm9tOMUWLkjvCYDrBQ&ust=1450967823030537


POINSETTIA & MISSION DONATIONS 

  CHRISTMAS 2022 
It's that time of the year the Altar Guild are making plans to 
decorate the altar for the Advent Season & Christmas Eve service.   
We are planning for a beautifully decorated altar of poinsettias in 

celebration of the coming birth  of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus.  Poinsettias can be 
purchased for $20 each  in loving memory or in honor of someone special in your life.  
When the number of poinsettias needed to decorate the altar is reached, all other 
donations will be given to our local feeding ministries.  Members of the Altar Guild will 
be available after both  services (Lecture Room) to place your  poinsettia 
order/memorial dedication on Sunday November 6th  & 13th. Completed order forms 
with  payment can be placed in the offering plate, mailed to the church  or dropped off 
to the Church  Office.  Deadline for orders will be Monday, November 14th.  Listings will 
be announced in the bulletin on Sunday, December 11th, 18th, and Saturday, December 
24th  ~ Christmas Eve.   

  Wishing everyone a beautiful and blessed Advent.   Thank you. Wesley's Altar Guild  

 

 

 I (We) would like to provide poinsettias/missional gifts for Christmas Eve Services: 
  

In Memory Of: ______________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________  
 

__________________________________________________________   
 

Given By: ________________________________________  
 

Phone #:_________________________________________  
 

Amount Paid: $___________ Cash  or   Check #:_________ 

 

 

 

 

I (We) would like to provide poinsettias/missional gifts for Christmas Eve Services: 
  

In Honor Of: _______________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________  
 

__________________________________________________________   
 

Given By: ________________________________________  
 

Phone #:_________________________________________  
 

Amount Paid: $___________ Cash  or   Check #:_________ 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=poinsettia&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&tbo=d&rlz=1T4ADBR_enUS312US312&biw=1280&bih=653&tbm=isch&tbnid=LoqX6StMLaS-iM:&imgrefurl=http://science.howstuffworks.com/life/botany/poinsettia-info.htm&docid=MqIuRkUXlGnMmM&imgurl=http://static.ddmcd
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=poinsettia&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&tbo=d&rlz=1T4ADBR_enUS312US312&biw=1280&bih=653&tbm=isch&tbnid=LoqX6StMLaS-iM:&imgrefurl=http://science.howstuffworks.com/life/botany/poinsettia-info.htm&docid=MqIuRkUXlGnMmM&imgurl=http://static.ddmcd
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=poinsettia&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&tbo=d&rlz=1T4ADBR_enUS312US312&biw=1280&bih=653&tbm=isch&tbnid=LoqX6StMLaS-iM:&imgrefurl=http://science.howstuffworks.com/life/botany/poinsettia-info.htm&docid=MqIuRkUXlGnMmM&imgurl=http://static.ddmcd
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=poinsettia&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&tbo=d&rlz=1T4ADBR_enUS312US312&biw=1280&bih=653&tbm=isch&tbnid=LoqX6StMLaS-iM:&imgrefurl=http://science.howstuffworks.com/life/botany/poinsettia-info.htm&docid=MqIuRkUXlGnMmM&imgurl=http://static.ddmcd
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WESLEY STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION: 
   

Martha Ognibene, Pastor   
304-813-7214 / mlsognibene@gmail.com 

 

Marianna Miller, Church Office  
304-685-6883 / wesleymorgantown@gmail.com 

 

Christopher Lewis, Building Superintendent 
304-671-1095 / kkylewis@gmail.com 

 

Lya Stroupe, Director or Music & Children’s Ed. 
304-290-5436 / lyastroupe@comcast.net 

 

Gracie Hill, Youth Director 
304-303-4030 / graciehill508@gmail.com 

 

Dan Headley, Custodian 
304-777-7921 / danheadley7@gmail.com 

 

Rebekah Bledsoe, Bus Driver 
304-276-0320 / rebekahbledsoe@juno.com 

 

Ann Gore Price, Organist 
304-673-4124 / musicannconcord@yahoo.com 

 

Joe Andria, Accompanist 
304-288-1330 / sax711@hotmail.com 

Diana Canale, Financial Secretary 
304-291-3868 / wesleymorgantownfinance@gmail.com 

The Advent & Christmas season are just around the 
corner and Wesley has a lot going on!  Please note 
that additional information for all of these activities 
will be announced in upcoming bulletins and Wesley 
Weekend Updates. 

The Altar Guild needs some bow-tiers, ornament hangers, 
ladder climbers, and just general people who can follow 

directions to help decorate the church. 


